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better to play with. It upset the choir-boys, blew
oat the wax candles, and flung the baldachin,
wlllcll was carried over the Host, on to the top of
the Doge*s palace. It was with the utmost trouble
that they saved San ilarco's banner, with the
winged lion, from being carried away.

Cecco all this, and stole down to his boat
mtisning loudly. The whole day he lay near the
shore, often wet by the waves and in danger of
washed Into the sea. The whole day he
was praying incessantly to God and San Marco.
He felt that the fate of the whole city depended
upon his prayers.

There were not many people about that day,
but some few went moaning along the Riva. All
about the immeasurable damage the storm
had wrought. One could see the houses tum-
bling down on the Murano. It was as if the whole
Island were under water. And also on the Rialto
one or two houses had fallen*

The storm continued the whole day with un-
abated violence. In the evening a large multi-
tude of people assembled at the Market Place and
the PlazettSj although these were nearly covered
with water. People dared not remain In their
houses, which shook In their very foundations.
And the cries of those who feared disaster min-
gled with the lamentations of those whom it had
already overtaken. Whole dwellings were under
water; children were drowned In their cradles*